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Theological Statement (from the Office of General Assembly, PC(USA)): 

We give thanks for the promise of our faith—that the Lord God will bless and keep us, 
the risen Christ is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with believers near and far. We take 
comfort and inspiration from the example of the earliest believers, who “spent much time 
together in the temple” and “broke bread at home … with glad and generous hearts” (Acts 
2:46). As we anxiously track the news in these times—with numbers of new cases, numbers of 
persons who have died, and numbers of those who are recovering—we remember the good 
news of the gospel: “And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved” (Acts 2:47). 

As this congregation continues to resume activities, please know that we will do 
so through a careful process of discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution 
and concern for those who are most vulnerable, upon consideration of the best 
scientific knowledge at our disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in the 
grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

We may make mistakes along the way. There will surely be awkward moments as we 
adjust to new protocols and practices. There will be times of frustration, disappointment, 
and grief. We will have countless opportunities to exercise the spiritual gifts of 
patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control. 

But there will also be blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, 
and moments of deep satisfaction. We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God is 
doing, even now. We will have opportunities to savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, 
peace, generosity, and faithfulness. 

Let us be faithful, then—to God and to one another—as we receive the gifts and 
work through the challenges of this time in the life of our congregation and world. Let us 
be guided by the Word, responsive to the Spirit, and open to the grace of God. Let 
us remember that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. 
 

Recommendations (from February 2021): 
CDC Faith Community Recommendations: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/faith-based.html 
MDHHS Gathering Guidelines: https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-
98178_98455-551407--,00.html 
MDHHS Infographic: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/2-
8_COVID_Gathering_Guidelines_v2_715308_7.pdf 
State of MI Recommendations for Faith Communities:  
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Communities_of_Faith_Informed_Choice_
07_23_20_CHECC_Approved_697202_7.pdf   
  



(from Fall 2020): 
PC(USA): https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/covid-
19/returning_to_public_worship_may_2020.pdf 
Center for Disease Control (CDC): https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html  
State of Michigan: https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-100467---,00.html  
Wayne County: https://www.waynecounty.com/covid19/home.aspx  
 
General Requirements for the Church Building 

1. If there is an active stay-at-home order or pause implemented by the state or local 
officials, please avoid entering the church. 

2. Do not enter the building if you have tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 14 
days. 

3. Individuals should prescreen before entering the building including taking one’s 
temperature; should a temperature need to be taken, thermometers are located in the 
Main Office (1), Welcome Center (2), and Children and Youth Ministry Office (1).   

4. Do not enter the building if you are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms.  They include: 
a. Fever or chills 
b. Cough 
c. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
d. Fatigue 
e. Muscle or body aches 
f. Headache 
g. New loss of taste or smell 
h. Sore throat 
i. Congestion or runny nose 
j. Nausea or vomiting or diarrhea 

5. Do not enter the building if you have been instructed by a health professional to 
quarantine. 

6. Enter and exit the building only through the designated areas 
a. General access: Office Entrance, Tuesday-Friday 
b. Meetings in Boll Hall: Welcome Center 
c. Meetings on the lower level: Office Entrance 
d. Sunday worship: Welcome Center 
e. Staff: Office Entrance  
f. CLC Activities (including APEX): CLC Entrance 
g. Preschool: Preschool Entrance 

7. Masks are required while inside the church building and must cover the nose and mouth 
a. Masks may be removed by staff when working independently within their own 

offices 
b. Masks will be available at the Welcome Center and church office. 

8. When possible, physical distancing of at least six feet is recommended between people 



9. Regular hand washing and sanitizer use is encouraged; soap and sanitizer will be 
available in all bathrooms and in high traffic areas (e.g. the office, Welcome Center, 
narthex) 

10. Room capacity is limited to 25% capacity for fixed seating (e.g. Sanctuary) or 20 people 
per 1000 sq. ft.; room limits at 25% capacity are as follows: 

a. Sanctuary: 90 
b. CLC: 60 
c. Boll Hall: 20 

11. Sign in or register when entering the building 
a. During the week, sign-in in the church office 
b. For meetings, keep attendance and leave at the Welcome Center desk or church 

office (whichever is closer to the meeting location) 
c. For worship, pre-register online or sign-in at the Welcome Center desk 

12. Signage promoting regulations will be placed on exterior doors, bathrooms, and high 
traffic areas  

13. Entering the Preschool without permission is strictly prohibited  
14. The building will be regularly cleaned and disinfected by our sextons 
15. The Preschool will abide by church policy, as well as additional protocols designated by 

state licensing 
16. The church will comply with directives from the Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services, as well as any local public health policies 
17. The congregation will be notified via e-mail of any building closures. 
18. The COVID Task Force and the Session will continue to review these recommendations 

and modify them as needed 
 

 
Worship 

1. Adhere to all General Building Requirements 
2. Physical distancing must be practiced (6 ft apart) when entering and exiting worship, 

and while seated 
3. Physical distancing signs will be placed in the Welcome Center, Narthex, and Coat Room 
4. Follow the signs and spacing in the Coat Room; flow will be one-way 

4a. (UPDATED) The Coat Room will NOT be used. Keep all personal belonging with you 
(e.g. coats, winter gear, bags) 

5. Do not congregate in the Welcome Center 
6. Pre-/Post-worship conversations are encouraged to take place outside or in Boll Hall to 

ensure physical distancing 
7. Sanctuary setting is limited to every other row; practice physical distancing from non-

family members while seated 
8. Rows not in use will be designated by signs and cords 
9. Bulletins will be available in the narthex and will not be distributed by the ushers 



10. All common touch items are removed from the pews (e.g. bibles, hymnals, pew pads)  
11. No items will be passed or distributed by the ushers (e.g. communion elements, offering 

plates) 
12. The offering basket/plate will be kept in the back of the sanctuary; offering should be 

placed there while entering or exiting the sanctuary 
13. The usher/service director will dismiss rows during the postlude starting with the back 

of the sanctuary 
14. There will be no congregational singing 
15. Soloists or ensemble singing will be done wearing masks or face shields 
16. Worship leaders are permitted to remove their masks to speak from the pulpit or 

lectern 
17. If there are multiple worship services in one day, the sanctuary will be cleaned and 

disinfected between services 
18. If communion elements are offered, they should be picked up while entering worship; 

bringing personal communion elements is also encouraged 
19. The pastor will work with individual families to modify baptisms; these modifications 

could include asking the parents to hold the child and the pastor not physically touching 
the child. 

 
Meetings and Groups 

2. Adhere to all General Building Requirements 
3. Groups are encouraged to use Zoom; contact Pastor Jackie to use the church’s account 
4. All groups must reserve space through the church administrator, Kelly Sartorius 
5. Groups are encouraged to sit physically distanced 
6. No food may be served 
7. Personal drinks are permitted; containers must be removed following the meeting 
8. Outside groups will not be allowed to return, if they do not adhere to the COVID Policy 
9. Groups are only permitted to use the space specified by the Church Administrator 
10. If meetings need to be canceled because of a shut down or outbreak, groups leaders will 

be notified via e-mail or phone call, notifications will be shared on social media (for 
church related events), and signs will be placed on the doors. 

 
Positive Cases in the Building 

1. Should a positive case be present, a general announcement from the pastor will be 
shared with anyone possibly exposed 

2. Anyone who had been in close contact (15 minutes of exposure over 24 hours) with 
someone testing positive should be notified by the health department within 48 hours 
of test results.   

3. The identification of the positive person will remain confidential 
4. If a staff member tests positive, they will quarantine for 14 days and will not return to 

work without doctor’s consent or a negative COVID test 


